CITY OF TAFT
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
AGENDA
DECEMBER 13, 2022
KIVA HUT - 402 PARK STREET
6:00 P.M.

In accordance with Section 551.041 of the Local Government Code, notice is hereby given that a regular meeting
of the City Council of the City of Taft will be held on the 13th day of December, 2022, at 6:00 p.m. at the Kiva
Hut, 402 Park Street, Taft, Texas.

1. Call to order and quorum check
2. Invocation & Pledge of Allegiance

3. New Council Member Orientation Workshop — City Attorney Adolfo Ruiz, to cover mandated issues
regarding open records, open meetings and ethics for newly elected/appointed council members.

4. Visitors - At this time, comments will be taken from the audience on any subject matter. To address the
Council, please sign the Opinion/Speaker Registration Form located on the table at the entrance of the meeting
room and deliver to the City Secretary before the meeting begins. Should there be more than five (5) people
who wish to speak on a particular issue, they need to select one (1) representative to speak for them. In
accordance with the Open Meetings Act, Council may not discuss or take action on any item which has not been
posted on the agenda. Citizens are to refrain from any personal attacks on the Council or any member of the
staff. Failure to abide by these policies could result in a charge of disorderly conduct.

5. Discuss, Consider and Act, and to Approve Minutes of October 11, 2022, October 25, 2022, and November
22,2022.

6. Discuss, Consider and Act on Resolution No. 665, on offer to purchase tax sale property: Suit No. S-15-1133TC;
Taft Independent School District, San Patricio County and City of Taft vs. Jake Valdez, et al. Acct No. 78770; Lot
19, Block 4, Fourth Hidalgo Additions, an addition to San Patricio County, Texas, according to the map or plat
thereof, recorded in Volume 3, Page 58, Map Records of San Patricio, Texas.

7. Discuss, Consider and Act on authorizing the City Manager to go out for Request for Professional Services for
the Administration of GLO Grant Projects.

8. Discuss, Consider and Act on authorizing the City Manager to go out for Request for Professional Services
for the Application and Administration of CDBG funding application and projects therein.

9. Discuss, Consider and Act on Scheduling a Public Hearing, Authorizing the Posting of same as provided for
the necessary requirements of the CDBG 2023-2024 Application.

10. Discuss, Consider and Act on approving the Splash Pad to be constructed at Hidalgo Park and authorizing
City Manager to execute all documents necessary.



11. Discuss and consider reports from Department Directors:

- Animal Control
-Public Works

- Code Enforcement
-Police Department
-Finance

12. Discuss and Review Ordinance regarding placement of political campaign signs on city property.

13. City Council Agenda ltem Requests and Announcements

Requests by Mayor and Councilmembers for items on future City Council agenda.

14. Adjournment

the following:

1. Texas Open Meetings Act -
Section 551.071

2. Texas Open Meetings Act -
Section 551.072

3. Texas Open Meetings Act -
Section 551.073

4, Texas Open Meetings Act -
Section 551.074

5. Texas Open Meetings Act -
Section 551.076

6. Texas Open Meetings Act -
Section 551.087

A closed executive session may be held if the discussion of any of the above agenda items concems one of

Contemplated or pending litigation or matters where legal advice is
requested of the City Attomey.

The purchase, exchange, lease or value or real property, if the
deliberation in an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the
position of the City in negotiations with a third person.

A contract for a prospective gift or donation to the City, if the
deliberation in an open meeting would have a detrimental effect on the
position of the City in negotiations with a third person.

Personnel matters involving the appointment, employment,
evaluation, reassignment, duties, discipline, or dismissal of a public
officer or employee or to hear a complaint against an officer or
employee.

The deployment orspecific occasionfortheimplementation of security
personnel or devices.

Deliberations regarding economic development negotiations.

Persons with disabilities planning to attend this meeting who may need auxiliary aids or services
are asked to contact the City offices at (361) 528-3512 by Monday noon.

NOTICE

DATED and POSTED this the 9th day of December 2022, at 5:00 p.m.

Ww@ JW

Molly Topﬁ: City S€cfetary
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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING

On the 11th day of October, 2022, the City Council of Taft, Texas, convened in a regular meeting at 402
Park Street, at the Kiva Hut at 6:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Randy Powell Mayor - Absent
Rolando Rodriguez Mayor Pro-Tem
Lolo Hernandez

Leonard Vasquez arrived at 6:46 p.m.

Others Present: Molly Topper, City Secretary; Bernie Saenz, Director of Public Works; Searcy; David
Trevino, Jr.; Paul Fritsch; Matt Scott; Rosendo Cruz; Glen Searcy; Susan Zimmerman; Boo Persnoffsxy; Chip
Woods; Raquel Ruvo; Anita Adams; Marcus Adams; Michael Vasquez; Al Molina

1. CALL TO ORDER AND QUORUM CHECK

There being a quorum, the meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell at 6:46 p.m.

2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Councilman Hernandez led the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.
3. VISITORS

Susan Zimmerman, executive director for the Taft Blackland Museum, addressed the Council to thank
them for the budget allowance. Also to invite all to the Centennial Celebration scheduled for February 4,
2023. They are presently accepting donations and making necessary improvements to the building for
that date.

4. DISCUSS, CONSIDER AND ACT TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL METINGS AND REGULAR
MEETINGS ON SEPTEMBER 13, 2022, AND REGULAR MEETING ON SEPTEMBER 27, 2022.

Councilman Rodriguez asked for clarification on Item 12 of the Regular Meeting on September 13, 2022,
whether the board of directors was TCEQ or TQIC. City Secretary confirmed the correction to be TQIC.

Councilman Hernandez motioned, seconded by Councilman Rodriguez, to appoint the minutes of the

Special Meeting and the regular meeting on September 13, 2022, and the regular meeting on September
27, 2022, with that correction.

The following votes were polled:

Avyes: Rodriguez, Hernandez
Noes: Vasquez

Absent: Powell

The motion carried.



5. DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION ON PRESENTATION BY EXXON PRESENTATIVES

Paul Fritsch & Matt Scott introduced the company (Gulf Coast Ventures) and products in production.
Mayor Pro-Tem Rodriguez informed them of the residents’ concern of a recent dark cloud in the direction
of Taft. They announced the placement of two air monitors within the City of Portland and that they are
being monitored by a group from the University of Texas. To date, there have been no abnormal readings.
Councilman Rodriguez asked about the possibility of placement of monitors closer to Taft; they advised
that the distance to Taft is far enough from the plant and that Taft should not be affected. The recent
smoke was actually flarings created by water droplets. The group advised of their participation with LEPC
in case of needed alerts and that emergency information is on their website.

6. DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATION ON PRESENTATON BY REPRESENTATIVES OF PERFORMANCE
SERVICES, LLC

Chip Woods and Boo Persnoffsxy gave a power point presentation of their assessment study and
replacement of utility water meters and improvements to the wastewater plant aeration system. Boo
explained the current low plant capacity and as a result, the potential to receive outside waste and raise
revenues.

7. CITY COUNCIL REQUESTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Councilman Vasquez: none
Councilman Rodriguez: none
Councilman Hernandez: none

17. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business Councilman Vasquez motioned, seconded by Councilman Hernandez, to
adjourn the meeting at 8:03 p.m.

CITY OF TAFT

Randy Powell Mayor

ATTEST:

Molly Topper City Secretary



MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING

On the 25th day of October, 2022, the City Council of Taft, Texas, convened in a regular meeting at 1150

Gregory Street, at the R. L. Trevino Jr. High School Cafeteria, at 6:30 p.m. with the following members
present:

Randy Powell Mayor
Rolando Rodriguez Mayor Pro-Tem
Lolo Hernandez

Leonard Vasquez absent

Others Present: Sid Arismendez, Interim City Manager; Molly Topper, City Secretary; Bernie Saenz,
Director of Public Works

VISITORS:
Michael Vasquez, Taft Fire Dept Jose G Garcia
Mayra Lozano Josue Lozano-Cantu
Alonzo Molina Raguel Ruvo

1. CALL TO ORDER AND QUORUM CHECK

There being a quorum, the meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell at 6:30 p.m.

2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Counciiman R‘odriguez led the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.
3. VISITORS

There were no visitors requesting to address the Council.

4. DISCUSS, CONSIDER AND ACT ON SENDING OUT RFQs FOR ENGINEERING AND CONTRACTING FOR
STORAGE TANK IMPROVEMENTS; WATER METER REPLACEMENT; PARK IMPROVEMENTS

Mr. Arismendez reported to Council the delay in receiving the anticipated Government Land Office (GLO)
funds this year, and also reported the need to advertise and request for proposals for engineering and
contract services for the elevated storage tank inspection and repairs. He reported that as a result of the
delay, only the 93 non-working water meters will be replaced, instead of all 1500 of them. Bids will be
solicited for the tennis and basketball court repairs, lighting and covered picnic areas at the Taft
Recreational Park. Repairs to the Hidalgo Community Center and lighting at that park will be addressed,
in addition to, repairs at the Kiva Hut. Councilman Rodriguez asked for consideration of a public water
fountain at the Hidalgo Park and a public telephone at the Taft Recreational Park.

Mayor Powell motioned, seconded by Councilman Hernandez, to authorize the city manager to advertise

for RFQs for engineering and contracting for storage tank improvements, water meter replacement and
park improvements.



The following votes were polled:

Ayes: Rodriguez, Hernandez, Powell
Noes:

Absent: Vasquez

The motion carried.

5. DISCUSS, CONSIDER AND ACT ON STREET LIGHTING WITHIN THE CITY

Bernie Saenz reported to Council that there are 27 street lights along Davis Road. Of the 27, 14 are non-
working, and 6 remain on all day. He has contacted AEP and a work order is being generated to repair
them. Councilman Rodriguez asked about the possibility of additional lighting along Toland Avenue.

6. DISCUSS, CONSIDER AND ACT ON STREET LIGHTING AGREEMENT WITH AEP

Sid Arismendez reported that prior administration had not submitted the signed agreement and payment
to AEP for the placement of lights at the Taft Recreational Park. AEP has agreed to honor the quoted price
of lighting and send a new agreement for execution.

7. DISCUSS, CONSIDER AND ACT TO AUTHORIZE MAYOR RANDY POWELL AND INTERIM CITY MANAGER
SID ARISMENDEZ TO AT ON BEHALF OF THE CITY FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE WELLS FARGO BANK
BUILDING LOCATED AT 230 GREEN AVENUE, TAFT, TEXAS

Mr. Arismendez reported that a survey of the location has been completed and the need for City Council
meeting minutes authorizing the Mayor or Interim City Manager to act on behalf of the City in order to
complete the purchase process.

Councilman R‘odriguez motioned, seconded by Councilman Hernandez, to authorize Mayor Randy Powell
and Interim City Manager Sit Arismendez to act on behalf of the City to purchase the Wells Fargo Bank
building located at 230 Green Avenue, Taft, Texas.

The following votes were polled:

Ayes: Rodriguez, Hernandez, Powell
Noes:

Absent: Vasquez

The motion carried.

8. DISCUSS, CONSIDER AND ACT TO APPROVE THE HOLIDAY SCHEDULE FOR 2023; TO APPROVE HOLIDAY
LEAVE FOR CITY EMPLOYEES AND TO AUTHORIZE CLOSURE OF CITY OFFICES FOR THOSE DAYS

Councilman Hernandez motioned, seconded by Councilman Rodriguez, to approve the 2023 Holiday
Schedule, as presented with the corrected date of November 17t" for Veteran’s Day.

The following votes were polled:

Ayes: Rodriguez, Hernandez, Powell



Noes:
Absent: Vasquez
The motion carried.

9. DISCUSS, CONSIDER AND ACT ON BUDGET AMENDMENT REQUEST FROM TAFT VOLUNTEER FIRE
DEPARTMENT

Michael Vasquez, assistant fire chief, reported the approved budget items for the FY 2022-2023, and gave
an update of the needed fire equipment and vehicles to properly equip the Department and fire trucks
and provide the needed emergency fire response to the Taft area. Mayor Powell asked if the trucks to be
donated to the Department would be titled to the City or the Taft Volunteer Fire Department. The City
would have to be owners in order for TML to insure the vehicles. Mr. Vasquez will confer with the Chief
and report back to the City. Jose Moreno introduced himself as a recent resident of Taft and volunteer.

After much discussion, Councilman Rodriguez motioned, seconded by Councilman Hernandez, to amend
the budget pending notification from the Taft Volunteer Fire Department whether they want to release
the vehicles to the City of Taft’s name, at the initial cost of $34,000.

The following votes were polled:

Ayes: Rodriguez, Hernandez, Powell

Noes:

Absent; Vasquez
The motion carried.

10. CITY COUNCIL REQUESTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Councilman Rodriguez: would like to see the cement street signs replaced with metal signs; asked for
consideration of a public telephone near the walking trail at the Taft Recreational Park

Councilman Hernandez: commented on the success of the Taft Volunteer Fire Department’s bingo events
and suggested more advertisement, perhaps place notice on the Chamber of Commerce marquee

Mayor Powel: requested an update from Ardurra on the RFQs; next meeting to be held on 11/08/2022 at
the R. L. Trevino Jr. High Cafeteria

Vasquez: Absent

11. CITY MANAGER REPORT

Interim City Manager reported the following:

*  Asmall excavator has been ordered at a cost of $75,000 and is scheduled for delivery on
Thursday

¢ After several attempts, he has been unable to schedule a meeting with Rey de los Santos,
Santos McBain Management Planning regarding City services and projects. The city
attorney is currently reviewing the contract and will report on findings

® Peacock Energy is in the final stages of the right-of-way agreement



Met with the city auditor he indicated that will likely have the FY 2021-2022 audit
completed by February 2023

Met with the city attorney and discussed the release of liability for house demolitions,
ordinance abatement/condemnation

Met with engineers and was advised of the need for an environmental study for GLO
funded projects and inspection and improvements to the elevated water storage tank
Expected to receive the $3,000,000 loan funds this week

Hope to close on the Wells Fargo building soon

Will be receiving bids for improvements at the Hidalgo and Kiva community centers
Halloween on Green scheduled for October 29t

The City sponsorship of fireworks show at the homecoming football game was a big
success. The Taft Volunteer Fire Department was on site to monitor and set off the
fireworks

One police officer resigned today. Chief Landreth will be accepting applications to fill the
position

Finally gained access to bank financial statements and will provide update at the 2™
meeting in November

Councilman Rodriguez asked for the number of city manager applications. He would like
to review them.

17. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business Councilman Hernandez motioned, seconded by Counciiman Rodriguez,
to adjourn the meeting at 7:42 p.m.

CITY OF TAFT

Randy Powell Mayor
ATTEST:
Molly Topper’ City Secretary



MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING

On the 22nd day of November, 2022, the City Council of Taft, Texas, convened in a regular meeting at 402
Park Street, Kiva Hut, at 6:30 p.m. with the following members present:

Randy Powell Mayor
Rolando Rodriguez Mayor Pro-Tem
Lolo Hernandez

Leonard Vasquez

Others Present: Sid Arismendez, Interim City Manager; Molly Topper, Finance Director/City Secretary;
Bernie Saenz, Director of Public Works

VISITORS:
Al & Judy Molina Melanie Hickey Steve Saucedo Linda Watson
Rudy Mirabal Amanda Powell Rose Searcy Georgina Silvas
Leslie Pullin Ryan Smith Chris Keeney Karen Diaz

1. CALL TO ORDER AND QUORUM CHECK

There being a quorum, the meeting was called to order by Mayor Powell at 6:30 p.m.

\

2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Councilman Hernandez led the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.

3. CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION TO APPROVE ORDINANCE #1101, AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TAFT,
TEXAS, TO CANVASS THE RETURNS AND DECLARE THE RESULTS OF THE GENERAL ELECTION HELD ON
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2022, FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING ONE ALDERMAN FOR WARD ONE AND
ONE ALDERMAN FOR WARD TWO FOR A TERM OF TWO YEARS.

Councilman Rodriguez motioned, seconded by Councilman Hernandez, to approve Ordinance No. 1101.
The election results were:

Alderman - Ward One: David Trevino 82
Kathy Davis, (AKA) K. D. 53
Leonard Vasquez 84
Alderman — Ward Two: Raquel Torres-Ruvo 186
Alonso Molina 232

The following votes were polled:

Ayes: Vasquez, Rodriguez, Hernandez, Powell
Noes: None



Absent: None:
The motion carried.

4. SWEARING IN AND OATH OF NEWLY ELECTED OFFICIALS

Sid Arismendez swore in the newly elected Aldermen Alonso Molina and Leonard Vasquez after they
executed a Statement of Officer.

At this time, Mayor Powell presented an award of service to exiting Councilman Lolo Hernandez for his
many years of service to the City of Taft.

5. DISCUSS AND CONSIDER REPLACEMENT OF COUNCILMEMBER TO FILL THE VACANCY LEFT FOR THE
POSITION OF THE OFFICE VACATED BY ALDERMAN JO ADRIAN VARA. ALLOW FOR INTERESTED
INDIVIDUALS'TO SPEAK TO COUNCIL.

Summer Garcia and Chris Keeney addressed the Council with their qualifications and aspirations of filling
the vacated seat.

AT THIS TIME, 6:43 P.M. MAYOR POWELL MOTIONED TO CLOSE THE REGULAR MEETING TO CONVENE
INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION, SECONDED BY COUNCILMAN MOLINA.

The following votes were polled:

Ayes: Molina, Powell
Noes: Vasquez, Rodriguez
Absent: None

The motion died.

6. (9.) DISUSS, CONSIDER AND TAKE ACTION UPON APPOINTING A MEMBER OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO
SERVE AS THE CITY’S MAYOR PRO-TEM FOR A TERM OF ONE YEAR PURSUANT TO TEXAS LOCAL
GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 22.037.

Mayor Powell nominated Councilman Rodriguez, he accepted the nomination. Mayor Powell motioned
to appoint Councilman Ronnie Rodriguez as the Mayor Pro-tem for a term of one year pursuant to Local
Government Code Section 22.037, seconded by Councilman Molina.

The following votes were polled:

Ayes: Vasqueg, Rodriguez, Molina, Powell
Noes: None

Absent: None

The motion carried.

7. (11.) DISCUSS, CONSIDER AND ACT ON OFFER TO PURCHASE TAX SALE PROPERTY (RESOLUTION NO.
664)

Steven Saucedo, attorney, and Amy Rodriguez, litigation manager, from the firm Linebarger, Goggin, Blair
& Sampson, were in attendance to report on the property tax sale process, with all future sales being



conducted on-line, and the bid submitted regarding Suit No. S-08-1155TX; Taft ISD and San Patricio
County vs. Mark Almanza, et al. The property described as Acct. No. 39914; Lot 10, Block 1, Fourth
Addition, an addition to the town of Taft, San Patricio County, Texas, according to the map or plat thereof,
recorded in Volume 3, Page 58, Map records of San Patricio County, Texas.

Mr. Saucedo reported that the School District and County had already approved the sale for the amount
of $3,000.00. The amount due to the City in delinquent taxes is $3,994.54, receiving $399.85 from the
sale.

Councilman Rodriguez motioned, seconded by Councilman Vasquez, to accept the agreement by
Linebarger to sell acct #3991, Lot 10, Blk 1, Fourth Addition to the Town of Taft, San Patricio County, Texas,
according to the map or plat thereof, recorded in volume 3 Page 58, map records of San Patricio County,
Texas, for $3,000.00

The following votes were polled:

Ayes: Vasquez, Rodriguez, Molina, Powell
Noes: None

Absent: None

The motion carried.

8. (12). DISCUSS, CONSIDER AND ACT ON AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE
NECESSARY CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE NEW FIRE STATION WITH MUELLER, INC.

Mr. Arismendez reported the initial plans for the new fire station called for a height of 18’ feet with the
exterior wall and door opening to accommodate the new fire truck. The modification was made to
increase that to 20" with an 18’ door. The increased price is minimal since the price of steel went down,
material takes 8 weeks for delivery. New price is $103,990.65 with anchors, but without doors and labor.
The install contractor will be required to account for that. Plans are to build the new station in the same
spot. Bids will be taken for demolition.

Councilman Rodriguez asked if consideration has been made to house EMS in the same building. Mr.
Arismendez responded with “that is a possibility”.

Councilman Rodriguez motioned, seconded by Mayor Powell, to authorize the City Manager to execute
the necessary contract for the purchase of the new fire station with Mueller, Inc.

The following votes were polled:

Ayes: Vasquez, Rodriguez, Molina, Powell
Noes: None

Absent: None

The motion carried.

9. (13.) ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 1102, ALLOWING FOR THE CREATION OF THE POSITION OF FIRE CHIEF
AS A CITY EMPLOYEE FOR THE CITY OF TAFT, WITH ALL RIGHTS, BENEFITS AND DUTIES OF A CITY OF




TAFT _EMPLOYEE. AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO IMMEDIATELY POST THE JOB
ANNOUNCEMENT, CONDUCT INTERVIEWS AND SELECT SAME AFTER CONSIDERATION OF APPLICANTS.
ALLOWING FOR THE CITY MANAGER TO IMMEDIATELY APPOINT AN INTERIM FIRE CHIEF WHILE THE
APPLICANTS ARE BEING CONSIDERED AND POSITION FILLED PERMANENTLY. ALLOWING FOR THE
CREATION OF THE CITY OF TAFT FIRE DEPARTMENT BYLAWS AND POLICIES AND PROCEDURES.
ALLOWING FOR THE INTERIM FIRE CHIEF TO ASSUME ALL DUTIES OF OVERSIGHT OF CURRENT
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS.

Mayor Powell announced that he did not like the wording of this item, also doesn’t like the
misinformation posted on social media. With that being said, he and the chief met and concluded
that there is a better way to resolve this issue which would be beneficial to both the City and Fire
Department. A meeting is scheduled for next week and asked for a motion to table ltem #13.

Councilman Vasquez motion, seconded by Councilman Rodriguez to motion ltem #13.
The following votes were polled:

Ayes: Vasquez, Rodriguez, Molina, Powell
Noes: None

Absent: None

The motion carried.

10. VISITORS

N

Mayor Powell did not address this item.

11. (14.) DISCUSS, CONSIDER AND ACT ON CONTRACT WITH ALLEGIANCE AMBULANCE SERVICES

Chief Landreth met with two representatives from Allegiance regarding response time. They advise that
contract allows for a response time of 15 minutes. Discussion centered to changing that to 8 minute
response time within the City, and 15 minutes outside the City. The reported that all police units have
been instructed to respond to all calls.

AT THIS TIME, 7:03 P.M, Councilman Rodriguez, asked that the executive section #6. item on the agenda,
be addressed again. He thought that this item would be addressed in open session. Mr. Arismendez
advised that this item could still be voted on in open session.

12. (6.) EXECUTIVE SESSION: CONVENE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT TO SECTION 551.L074
PERSONNEL MATTERS INVOLVING THE APPOINTMENT, EMPLOYMENT, EVALUTION, REASSIGNMENT,
DUTIES, DISCHPLINE, OR DISMISSAL OF A PUBLIC OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE, TO-WIT: ALDERMAN

Council did not go into executive session.

N

13. (7.) DISCUSS, CONSIDER AND ACT ON FILLING THE VACANCY OF THE UNEXPIRED TERM OF OFFICE
VACATED BY ALDERMAN JO ADRIAN VARA.




Councilman Vasquez motioned to nominate Summer Garcia to fill the vacancy of the unexpired term of
office vacated by Jo Adrian Vara. Due to lack of a second, the motion died.

Councilman Rodriguez motioned, seconded by Councilman Molina, to nominate Chris Keeney to fill the
vacated seat.

The following votes were polled:
Ayes: Rodriguez, Molina, Powell
Noes: Vasquez

Absent: None

The motion carried.

14. (8.) SWEAR IN AND OATH OF OFFICE OF THE NEWLY APPOINTED COUNCILMEMBER

Mr. Arismendez swore in Chris Keeney after he read the Statement of Officer.
AT THIS TIME, 7:07 P.M. COUNCIL RETIRED INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION:

15. EXECUTIVE SESSION: CONVENE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION PURSUANT TO SECTION 551.074
PERSONNEL MATTERS INVOLVING THE APPOINTMENT, EMPLOYMENT, EVALUATION,
REASSIGNMENT, DUTIES, DISCIPLINE OR DISMISSAL OF A PUBLIC OFFICER OR EMPLOYEE, TO-
WIT: MUNICIPAL JUDGE KAREN DIAZ.

Councilman Rodriguez motioned, seconded by Councilman Keeney, to enter into executive
session.

The following votes were polled:
Ayes: Vasquez, Rodriguez, Keeney, Molina, Powell

Noes:
The motion carried.

COUNCIL RETURNED TO OPEN SESSION AT 7:26 P.M.
16. RECONVENE INTO REGULAR SESSION AND CONSIDER ACTION UP TO AND INCLUDING

APPOINTING AN INTERIM JUDGE, IF NECESSARY, ON ANY ITEMS(S) DISUSSED IN EXECUTIVE
SESSION.

Councilman Vasquez motioned, seconded Keeney, to reconvene into regular session.
The following votes were polled:
Ayes: Vasquez, Rodriguez, Keeney, Molina, Powell

Noes:
The motion carried.



No action was taken at this time.

»

17. CITY COUNCIL REQUESTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Councilman Rodriguez: would like to review ordinance for adoption regarding political signs placed near
City property

Councilman Molina: code enforcement update
Councilman Vasqueaz: financials

Keeney: none

Mayor Powell: none

18. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business Councilman Vasquez motioned, seconded by Counciiman Rodriguez, to
adjourn the meeting at 7:28 p.m.

.

CITY OF TAFT

Randy Powell Mayor

ATTEST:

Moilly Topper City Secretary
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LINEBARGER GOGGAN BLAIR & SAMPSON, LLP
Attorneys At Law
500 N SHORELINE BLVD STE 1111
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78401-0357

(361) 888-6898
FAX (361) 888-4405

December gr)_, 2022

Sid Arismendez

City Manager, City of Taft
501 Green Ave.

Taft, Texas 78390

RE: Offer to purchase tax sale property
Suit No. S-15-1133TX; Taft Independent School District, San Patricio County
and City of Taft vs. Jake Valdez, et al
ACCT. NO. 78770; Lot 19, Block 4, Fourth Hidalgo Additions, an addition to San
Patricio County, Texas, according to the map or plat thereof, recorded in Volume
3, Page 58, Map Records of San Patricio County, Texas

Dear Mr. Arismendez:

An offer has been made by Nextlots Properties, LLC, PO Box 870, Lancaster, TX 75146
in the amount of $9,000.00 for the purchase of a tax sale property owned in trust by the San Patricio
County taxing authorities as a result of the property's failure to sell at tax sale on the courthouse
steps for the entire amount of delinquent taxes and costs owed.

An analysis showing the amount of money each taxing entity would receive if the offer is
accepted is attached, as is a copy of Nextlots Properties, LL.C’s written offer. In order for the
property to be sold for less than the entire amount of taxes and costs owed, the formal approval of
the city is required under Property Tax Code Section §34.05.

Please place this as an action item on the agenda of the City Council meeting to be held
on Tuesday, December 13, 2022. A suggested wording of this item is as follows: "Consideration
and approval of offer to purchase tax sale property."

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me.
Sincerely,

LR D Banedc

Steven D. Saucedo
Attorney at Law



SDS/djm
Enclosure (offer, bid analysis and resolution authorizing resale)

cc:  Marcela "Marcy" Thormaehlen, PCC
Tax Assessor-Collector, San Patricio County
PO Box 280
Sinton, TX 78387-0280



LINF \RGER GOGGAN BLAIR & SAMPSON, _ip
ATTORNEYS AT LAw
500 NORTH SHORELINE BLYD.. SUITE |11 {
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78401

(361) 888-6898
FAX (361) 888-4405

Tax Resale Property Offer Form

The property is being sold for taxes, and all sales are
provided by law. Purchasers do have
Purchasers will receive a Tax Resale

made subject to a right to redeem within the time and manner
a legal right to possession of the property during the redemption period. Successful
Deed, which is without warranty. It is the bidder's responsibility to do their own title

ndition of the fitle before submitting an offer. It is also the bidder's

ocation and condition of the property on the ground before submitting an

All offers must be submitted on this form, to the law office of Linebarger Goggan Blair & Sampson, LLP at 500 North
Shoreline Blvd., Suite 1111, Corpus Christi, Texas 78401 j i i

the successful bidder is required to pay the entire amaunt of the offer within 10 da
above. If more than one offer is received for a

parties who have submitted written offers.

... The Law Firm or the Taxing Entities will not supbly or pay for any closing costs, including, but not limited to:
Owner Financing, Title Policy, Abstract of Title, Survey, Appraisal, Termite Certificate

I understand that the Property is being sold in “as is” condition Without Warran

ty. I further understand thar | may be
Subject to penalty provisiors of applicable Texas Law Jor failure to submit payment

in accordance with the amouny of bid.

Subject to the terms and conditions stated herein, 1 submit the following offer on the property described below:

Amount of Offer: i 6\.? \M CE qOJO - /B‘\Q\ Og’g‘ ”}'28/&8\

Suit Number: S45- 1133 T Line#:
. Tax Account No.:  ° < 171710
Legal Description: Loy A DL RNy RS
 Tobr -
Submitted by: Nextlors Properties LLC

Address: Y.0. B0%_ B0
LanCaser T Sl
Teicphone Number(s): 244 - Pip - (D0
- Signature: . " ﬁ,da,{/\,& ‘ _
Date Submited: B-3 - 2002

* (Please print all information clearly)

Offer farm revised Fébruary 9,20/



LINEBARGER GOGGAN BLAIR & SAMPSON, LLP
Attorneys At Law
500 N SHORELINE BLVD STE 1111
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78401-0357

(361) 888-6898
FAX (361) 888-4405

ANALYSIS OF BID RECEIVED FOR TAX RESALE PROPERTY

Suit No. S-15-1133TX; Taft Independent School District, San Patricio County and City of
Taft vs. Jake Valdez, et al

Legal Description: ACCT. NO. 78770; Lot 19, Block 4, Fourth Hidalgo Additions, an addition
to San Patricio County, Texas, according to the map or plat thereof, recorded in Volume 3, Page
58, Map Records of San Patricio County, Texas

Property Address: 664 Lopez, Taft, X

Bidder: Nextlots Properties, LLC, PO Box 870, Lancaster, TX 75146

Date of Sale: August 6, 2019
Amount Due All Entities: $18,008.77
Amount of Bid: $9,000.00
Cost of Sale: $1,166.00
Current Value: $29,193.00
% of Total Due: 46.94 %
% of Current Value: 30.83 %
Entity Amount Due Amount You
Name Each Entity Will Receive
Taft ISD $10,456.32 $4,548.61
San Patricio County $4,106.64 $1,786.43
City of Taft $3,445.81 $1,498.96




RESOLUTION NO. 665

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX SALE

~

WHEREAS, by Sheriff's Sale conducted on August 6, 2019, the property described below was
struck-off to the San Patricio County, Trustee, pursuant to a delinquent tax foreclosure decree of the 36t
Judicial District Court, San Patricio County, Texas, and

WHEREAS, the sum of $9,000.00 has been tendered by NextLots Properties, L.L.C., PO Box 870,
Lancaster, TX+75146, for the purchase of said property pursuant to Section §34.05, Texas Tax Code Ann.
(Vernon, 1982), and '

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Taft that its Mayor, Randy
Powell, be and he is hereby authorized to execute a tax resale deed on behalf of the City conveying to
NextLots Properties, L.L.C. all of the right, title, and interest of the City, and all other taxing units interested
in the tax foreclosure judgment in the following described real property located in San Patricio County,
Texas. '

ACCT. NO. 78770; Lot 19, Block 4, Fourth Addition, an Addition to the Town of Taft, San Patricio
County, Texas, according to the map or plat thereof, recorded in Volume 3, Page 58, Map records of San
Patricio County Texas.

N

PASSED and APPROVED this 13" day of December, 2022.

Randy Powell, Mayor

ATTEST:

Molly Topper, City Secretary



Suit #S-15-1133TX Jake Valdez
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U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

We Do Business in Accordance With the Federal Fair
‘ Housing Law

(The Fair Housing Amendments Actof 1988)

It is illegal to Discriminate Against Any Person
Because of Race, Color, Religion, Sex,
Handicap, Familial Status, or National Origin

In the sale or rental of housing or In the provision of real estate
residential lots brokerage services

In advertising the sale or rental B 1n the appraisal of housing
of housing

B In the financing of housing N Blockbusting is also illegal

Anyone who feels he or she has been

discriminated against may file a complaint of U.S. Department of Housing and

housing discrimination: Urban Development
1-800-669-9777 (Toll Free) Assistant Secretary for Fair Housing and
1-800-927-9275 gTTY). Equal Opportunity
www.hud.gov/fairhousing Washington, D.C. 20410

Previous editions are obsolete form HUD-928.1 (6/2011)



U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development

Departamento de la Vivienda y el Desarrollo Urbano de los EE.UU. D

EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY
IGUALDAD DE OPORTUNIDADES

EN LA VIVIENDA
Nuestras practicas de negocios cumplen la ley federal

de equidad en la vivienda
(Enmienda a la ley de Equidad en la vivienda de 1988)

Es ilegal discriminar contra ninguna persona a
causa de su raza, color, religion, sexo,

discapacidad, situacion familiar u origen nacional

B Enlaventa o el alquiler de
viviendas o lotes residenciales

B En la publicidad relacionada con
la venta o el alquiler de viviendas

B En la financiacién de la vivienda

B Enlaprovision de servicios
de corredores de bienes
raices

B En latasacidon de viviendas

B Las ticticas de intimidacion
(Blockbusting) también son
ilegales

Cualquier persona que crea que ha sido

discriminada puede presentar una reclamacion

de discriminacion en la vivienda:
1-800-669-9777 (Linea gratuita)
1-800-927-9275 (TTY)
www.hud.gov/fairhousing

U.S. Department of Housing and

Urban Development

Assistant Secretary for Fair Housing and
Equal Opportunity

Washington, D.C. 20410

Las ediciones anteriores son obsoletas
Previous editions are obsolete
~»

formulario HUD-928.1 (6/2011) — Spanish
form HUD-928.1 (6/2011)



TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE Search...
COMMISSIOMNER SID MILLER (800)-Tell-TDA

835-583
REGELATORY LIUENSES & VOO & EBUCATION & REPORTS &
PROGRAMS v REGISTRATIONG » NUTRITTON TRAINING PUBLICATIONS

ABOLL v

Grants & Services > Rural Economic Development > Rural Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) > CDBG
Resources > Applications > Community Development Fund Application & Guide

Comrmunity Development Fund (CD)

Fund Name:

Community Development Fund
Fund Acronym:

(&)

Description:

The Comnunity Development Fund is the largest fund category in the TxCDBG Program. This fund is avaitable on a
biennial basis for funding through a competition in each of the 24 state planning regions.

Although most funds are used for Public Facilities (water/wastewater infrastructure, street and drainage
improvements and housing activities), there are numerous other activities for which these funds may be used.

Funds are allocated to each state planning region ta ensure a broad geographic distribution of funds as described
in the One Year Action Plan. Additional funds deobligated from previous awards may be made avaitable using the
same formula. Funds allocated to a region that does not have an eligible application to fund will be reallocated to
other regions to maximize the number of awards granted.

Eligible Applicants:

Eligible appticants are nonentitlement general purpose units of local government including cities and counties that
are not participating or desighated as eligible to participate in the entitlement portion of the federal Community
Development Block Grant Program (CDBG). Nonentitlement cities that are not participating in urban county
programs through existipg participation agreements are eligible applicants (unless the city’s population is counted
towards the urban county CDBG allocation).

Nonentitlement cities are located predominately in rural areas and are cities with populations less than 50,000
thousand persons; cities that are not designated as a central city of a metropolitan statistical area; and cites that
are not participating in urban county programs. Nonentitlement counties are also predominately rural in nature
and are counties that generally have fewer than 200,000 persons in the nonentitlement cities and unincorporated
areas tocated in the county.

Maximum Award Amount:
$500,000

Evaluation and Selection:

All applicants must refer to the Community Development Fund Application Guide for complete details and
information.

Community Development Fund scoring is governed by the provisions of the TxCDBG Action Plan.

»

Application Deadline: April 3, 2023

2023-2024 Community Development (CD) Fund Application Guide

Texas Homeland Security | Texas Veterans Portal | Texas.gov } TRAIL State Search | Where the Money Goas | Report Fraud
Mission Statement | Site Policies | Site Map | Help | Contact (800) Tell-TDA | Human Resaurce Policies
© 2022 Texas Department of Agricutture Login



Texas Community Development Block Grant Program

2023-2024 Community Development Fund

Application Guide

Modified 10/6/22
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TxCDBG Goals and Requirements

The goal of the Texas Community Development Block Grant (TxCDBG) Program is to develop viable communities by
providing decent housing and a suitable living environment, as well as by expanding economic opportunities, principally
for persons of low-to-moderate income. In awarding funding pursuant to Government Code Section 487.351(c), the
Texas Department of Agriculture (TDA) shall give priority to eligible activities in the areas of economic development,
community development, rural health and rural housing to support workforce development.

The objectives of the TkxCDBG Program are:

1.
2.
3.

4.

To improve public facilities to meet basic human needs, principally for low-to-moderate income persons;

To improve housing conditions, principally for persons of low-to-moderate income;

To expand economic opportunities by creating or retaining jobs, principally for low-to-moderate income
persons; and

To provide assistance and public facilities to eliminate conditions hazardous to the public health and of an
emergency nature.

Recommended Steps in Application Process

Although certain steps may be completed at any point in the grant application process, TDA recommends completing
the application as follows:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

6)
7

8)
9

Review the Application Guide and consider potential eligible projects that would meet local needs.

Identify an Application Preparer. This may be a local staff person or a third-party consultant procured using
TDA’s Pre-Qualified Administrator procurement process. More information regarding this process can be
found on the TxCDBG Professional Services web page.

Conduct public hearing to solicit feedback from community members regarding community needs. Notice of
the public hearing must be provided no less than 72 hours prior to the hearing,

Discuss most feasible projects with the Application Preparer and decide which project(s) to pursue.

Identify an Application Engineer. This may be a local staff person or a third-party consultant procured using
TDA'’s Chapter 5 Professional Services procurement process. More information regarding this process can be
found on the TxCDBG Implementation Manual web page.

With Application Engineer, identify Benefit Area of the project(s) and preliminary cost estimate.

With Application Preparer, identify LMI beneficiaries of the Benefit Area via HUD data or income survey.
More information on beneficiary documentation can be found on the TxCDBG Beneficiary Documentation web
page.

If project area qualifies, continue preparing application data with Application Preparer.

Present local resolution to local governing body to authorize submission of the application — this resolution

includes the project description and commitment of any matching funds and must be passed after conducting
the public hearing.

10) Finalize the application.
11) Publish notice of application availability. The application must be available for public review for no less than

five (5) days:
a. after the local resolution is passed;
b. after the notice of availability; and
¢. prior to the application submittal deadline.

12) Submit the application to TDA.



Part I. CD Fund - Specific and other Program Requirements

Action Plan

The requirements and procedures specified in the 2023 One Year Action Plan will govern the 2023-2024 CD Fund
application process. The Action Plan will be available on the TDA website at www.TexasAgriculture.gov. Note: The
2